Using
science
for better
farming

Understand your farm’s impacts & make the best
decisions for your farm
1. Know how efficiently nutrients are being used
and what you need to maintain soil fertility

Contact

info@overseer.org.nz

2. Understand your farm’s nutrient and
greenhouse gas losses to the environment
3. Test the likely impacts of different farm
management practices or farm systems before
investing time and money.

Overseer models most farm systems: dairy,
sheep, beef, deer, goats, outdoor pigs, kiwifruit,
apples, grapes, avocados, peaches and seed,
grain and some vege-table crops.

Nitrate leaching
Greenhouse gas emissions
Farm nutrient performance
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Overseer is a powerful decision-support tool founded on decades of world-leading
science and developed in New Zealand.

Why
Overseer?

What is
Overseer?

Overseer models your nutrient flows to tell you how much nutrient is coming into your
farm, how much is going out and where it goes.
The tool is calibrated against New Zealand research trials and is continuously evolving
to reflect the latest scientific research.
1. Set a baseline: Farmers and advisors enter key farm information, the tool generates
a report on nutrient performance and greenhouse gas emissions for that farm.

Overseer enables better environmental outcomes
and more value from farms.
It does this by supporting
good farming decisions grounded in robust
science

•

farmers and their advisers tailoring responses
that are best for their individual farms

•

regulation that focuses on farm impacts, rather
than blanket restrictions on farm inputs.

The best
decisions for
your farm

Here and abroad, there is growing scrutiny on
the impact of farming on the environment. Many
countries have restricted stock numbers and
fertiliser use to try to protect fresh water and
reduce agricultural emissions.
Overseer is a world first. It is the only tool that
can model to individual farm level using easily
obtainable farm information.
This means New Zealand can set regulations to
protect our environment while allowing farmers to
decide how to meet environmental limits in the best
way for their farm.

How can you
use it?

2. Scenario analysis: Test the benefits of different approaches before investing in
large-scale change.
3. Monitor and adjust: continue to check in with the tool over time to understand farm
performance and monitor improvement.

Capturing nutrient flows in a farm system
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